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Hon. J. E. McDonald Opinion No. V-289 
Commissioner of Agriculture - 
Department of Agriculture Re: Duty of Compensa- 
Austin; Texas tion Claims Boards 

to conduct hearings 
under the Texas 

Dear Sir: Pink Bollworm Law. 

we refer to your letter of May 24, 1947, in 
which,you submit the following: 

"Mr. 0. R. Armstrong of:Cotulla, Texas, 
has submitted to us'his claim for compensa- 
tion,in complying with the Pink Bollworm reg- 
ulations, Which required.the cotton stalks on 
87 acres of cotton in La Salle County to be 
plowed under and the fields cleaned by October 
15, 1945. 

"Mr. Armstrong~has requested that the Pink 
Bol~~orm Compensation Claim-Board be called in- 
to executive session to adjudicate his claim. 

"La Salle County wasp placed in a Pink Boll- 
wormregulated.area by Cover-nor's Proclamation 
No. 1195 on March 5, 1940, and we are attaching. 

... a-copy oft the-clean-up regulations for,& Sal&e 
1. Co~unty which became effective'March 12'; 1945, 
and requii‘ed that all fields be cleaned ,by mid- 
night of October'l5, 1945. 

We would appreciate an opinion from you 
as' to-whether or not it is a duty of the Pink 
Bollworm Compensation Claim Board to.meet and 
adjudicate the claim of plr. Armstrong for his 
compliance with the Pink Bollworm regulations 
which were in effect~when he planted-his cot- 
ton; and with which all other cotton farmers 
in the regulated area were required to comply." 

you have indicated verbally that your chief 
concern is whether the provisions for compensation, 
and the functions of the Board, apply to a situation 
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where the growing of cotton ia subjeot to mare reatrio- 
tiona or regulations as distinguished rrom a situation 
where the growing Or ootton ia oompletely prohibited or 
a crop ia ordered completely destroyed in furtherance 
or the purposes of the Texas Pink Bollworm Law. 

in part: 
Article 74 of Vernon’s Civil Statutes, reads, 

. ~~, 
*In the event of the establishment, ,oi any non- 

cotton zone authorized by this Chapter, all persona 
prevented from producing cotton in the non’-ootton 
zones shall be entitled to receive oompenaation 
rrom. tha State in the measure of the actual and 

Article 75 of said atatutea~p’rovidea~in part: 
“The .Governor shall appointa compensation 

,‘Claims..Board for’ the State, niao. a.hsll. $erve until 
:.( relieved theretrom by .the Governor, whoae duty it 
ahall be to determine in.the phanner’herein ‘provld- 
ed the measure of compensation due persona prevent- 
ed from nrowina ootton and then damsaea suataimd 
by ~perao& having cotton condemned &3 destroyed 
as provided herein, and loaseaauateined or expen- 
ses incurred~~‘by all persons; firms or corporationa 
i n sue re 
Compensation Claims -Board ahsll conducts a’dbliz 
hearing in the county or oountiea ?rom tihich the 
claims. f’or compensation have been filed.” (Empha- 
sis supplied) 

Under the facts stated in your letter’we are 
of the’opinion?hst .the Compensation.Claima :Bosi;d ‘should 
file and conduct e hearing on the ~olsim sofa Mr. .Armatrong 
and make such decision concerning it aa wills-socord with 
the racta developed in such he’sring. 

The law clearly contemplates conaiderstion 
by the Board of cl~aima,sriaidg ‘in,.reatrioted,~snd., ,, 
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'regulated areas as well as in areas where crops are 
entirely prohibited or ordered destroyed. 

The Texa Pink~Bollworm Law (Articles 
68-82 v C t! 1 contemplates companaation 
for lias'and eipenae suffered by farmers 
in restricted and regulated areas, and 
the Pink Bollworm Compensation Claim Board 
should meet and adjudicate any claim for 
.such loss and expense. 

Yours very truly 

ATTOBBEYGEBEBALCF TEXAS 
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